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"STARTLING . . . FIENDISH . . . MEMNOCH'S TALE IS COMPELLING."--New York Daily

News"Like Interview with the Vampire, Memnoch has a half-maddened, fever-pitch intensity. . . .

Narrated by Rice's most cherished character, the vampire Lestat, Memnoch tells a tale as old as

Scripture's legends and as modern as today's religious strife."--Rolling Stone"SENSUAL . . . BOLD,

FAST-PACED."--USA Today"Rice has penned an ambitious close to this long-running series. . . .

Fans will no doubt devour this."--The Washington Post Book World"MEMNOCH THE DEVIL

OFFERS PASSAGES OF POETIC BRILLIANCE."--Playboy"[MEMNOCH] is one of Rice's most

intriguing and sympathetic characters to date. . . . Rice ups the ante, taking Lestat where few writers

have ventured: into heaven and hell itself. She carries it off in top form."--The Seattle TimesFrom

the Paperback edition.
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Just when I thought that this series couldnâ€™t get any deeper, MEMNOCH THE DEVIL became

the next book to read in this incredibly deep, rich and complex vampire mythology. I had previously

heard from some reviewers that the previous book in this series, THE TALE OF THE BODY THEIF,



is where the series begins to take a turn for the worse and that this book is where it all bottomed out

and became virtually unreadable and to those reviewers I ask: â€˜Did we read the same

books??â€™If those reviewers were looking for a straight up vampire novel, then yes, they were

most likely disappointed then for that aspect. If the highly religious read this book and are the type

that canâ€™t separate their personal beliefs from reading a work of fiction, then yes, they were also

probably highly offended by this book and would in turn not find any kind of enjoyment out of it

either.MEMNOCH THE DEVIL is a controversial work, without question, as it takes us on an

examination of the Christian religion, with Lestat being the central character that is faced with his

grandest moment yet of self reflection and questioning of everything he ever thought true in his

200+ years of existence as the Devil himself takes him through the story of God, Jesus, Heaven,

Hell and creation.Do I agree with the views in this book? Do I think this book is a revelation of what

is REALLY going on in the spiritual world? The answer to both of those questions would be no. I do

however think that Anne Rice wrote an extraordinarily deep work of fiction, so deep that if one finds

themselves open-minded enough, it may in fact place some imaginative wonder into your thinking

about just how little we really know of the afterlife, creation, how we got here etc; the likes of which

you may have never pondered before.

Question: Why on earth should Rice (or any author) be expected to limit herself to writing one type

of novel, in one style, on one note? For that seems to be what the negative reviews here seem to be

insisting she do. A sampling of these would turn up such words and phrases as "it's boring," "this

isn't a vampire novel," "this isn't Lestat," "it's out of character," "offensive," and many other such

(let's be polite here) well-intentioned chidings...all of which sound rather put out, and many of which

miss the point entirely.First, let's take the notions that this isn't a vampire novel, that it isn't Lestat,

and that his behavior is out of character, and dispense with them right off. One: It seems to me that

this is a vampire novel, as it does have its share of vampires haunting the pages. Two: If you study

the overall arc of Lestat's character, from Interview through to Memnoch, the overall effect is a

softening of Lestat's hard, conscienceless demeanor -- The Tale of the Body Thief really brings this

to the fore, in fact; read it again and see if I'm wrong. Memnoch's characterization of Lestat in my

mind is perfectly in keeping with what's gone before. As to the idea that the characters do not act in

keeping with their usual presentations in Rice's previous vampire novels, well, ask yourself this: If

you met, in the span of a few hours, both God and Satan, and had your mind blown by both Heaven

and Hell, AND had your entire belief system turned upside-rightside-inside-out, how rationally would

YOU act? My guess is not very, and that was part of the point Rice was trying to make: we're far too



comfortable in our various faiths, and that kind of complacency is very dangerous. We need to

question more, Rice is saying.
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